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Saves F ottrell from
Defeat

A new star burst into the tennis
firmament of the world yesterday
when Kumagae, the husky little re-
presentative of Japan in the oriental
championship tournament now in
progress at the Manila Tennis Club’s
courts; made ro brave a stand
against Fottrell, hero of a hundred
great championship tourneys, that
the consensus of opinion was that
the Japanese would have won the
match if darkness had not interfered.
It must be said in justice to Fot-
trell that he was sick and ailing,
and congequently far from his best
game. That was Fottrell's misfor-
tune and not Kumagae's fault.
What was Kumagae's misfortune
was that the condition of the Am-
erican champion made necessary
delay in the games, while the Jap-
anese, unknown a week ago outside
of his own college in Japan,
fvas at ‘all times ready to continue
and never sought to reat.

Fottrell left the court twice, once
after the second set and again after
the third, In the latter case he was
within his righte,as American Lawn
Tennis Association rules provide a
legal rest of seven minutes after the
third et of a match. His opponent
waited cheerfully ready at~any
moment to answer the call of the
referee to resume play.

When Fottrell finally appeared,
darkness was coming on rapidly.
Most of the spectators felt that it
would be impossible to conclude
the set. An ggreement was
gested whereby if the
concluded when it was too dark to
continue the play, the players would
begin again toduy on a fresh set,
As Fottrell had already won two sets
to Kumagae’s one, and as the Ame-
rican was on the verge of exhaus-
tion while the Japanese was almost
as {re'sh ags at the beginning, the
Californian had everything to win
and nothing to loge. Nevertheless
the sportsman Kumagae ascented
readily to the agreement. Then
when he had won five games to
Fottrell's two on the fourth se!,
the referee decided that it was
too late to play-and the gamne was
called.

gug-
set was not

There wasg hardly a voice

Y much more tired and at the end

_Tonic .‘..9";'?!‘

| looked all in,

raised to support this decision.
Almést unanimously the spectators
held that at least one game more
should have been played so that
Kumagae might have had an op-
portunity of evening up the set
geore. 1f Kumagae had won one
ageinst Fotlrell, then the pgame
might have been called.

Out of the whole mess, regrettable
as it was, one man only gets credit—
Kumagae. ‘Ho digplayed a quality
of eportsmansghip rare even among
Americans. He had many reasons
for Kicking but neither he nor his
friends availed themselves of them.
It was left to Americans who had
first been Fottrell rooters, to protest
for the Japanese.

The matches themegelves were the
most thrilling ever seen on local
courls. Kumnagae was a constant
revelation. Save only in the serve,
he was Fottrell's equal, and as the
match progressed, he became better
while hig opponent tired. When
it is remembered that Kumagae had
played three very hard gets with
Weere in the boiling sun of the

morning, the Japanese player's
showing is all the more re-
markable,

Fottrell in the beginning under-
rated his opponent. Kumagae, who
never takes anything for _gmntcd“
and who tried fer every ball no

matter how impossible, started off|
with a rugsh and took the first
three games, Then Fottrell took one
and Kumagae took the next, mak-
ing the score 4-1.  Fottrell took the
next three and the score was 4 all.
Each took a game and brought the
score to 5 all. Then Fottrell took
the next two, Winning the set. It
had been‘the bestset of “the tourna-
ment, nearly every game going to
deuce.

Fottrell eeemed {o be saviugq

himself in the next game. His
cerve was not working so well and
Kumagae soon had a lead which
the Californian could not overcome.
The Japanese finally won the set
-4, Fottrell at the end of this set
was plainly worried and Kumagae
seemed to be in far better shape.
Foltrell, after a trip to the club
house while Kumagae waited pati-
ently on the court, came out refresh-
ed for the third set. ‘The American
by a whirlwind game got a lead of
5-2. Then Kumagae took the next
two games but failed on the third,
the set going to Fottrell 6-4. During
this ret, Fottrell seemed to grow

.. Between games he
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